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  he recent police murder of  unarmed teenager Michael 
Brown in Ferguson, MO, and the subsequent military style 
suppression of  protest in that community, exposes the myth 
that wars make us safe.  The US has conducted 13 years of  
constant warfare since the 9/11 attacks and what has it 
brought us?  Iraq is in ruins and aflame again; Afghanistan, 
that “graveyard of  empires,” is in worse shape now than it 
was when we invaded it in 2001, and promises to deteriorate 
further as the US withdraws more troops.  The fury has come 
home with wounded service members, epidemic veteran sui-
cides, and enraged police forces equipped with ‘surplus’ mili-
tary weapons, making war on our communities, especially 
Black Americans and immigrants. 

The “War on Terrorism” has become a war on dissent, 
on journalists, and those who blow the whistle on government 
secrets.  Officials call any comparison between the brutal 
treatment of  prisoners held by insurgents in Syria and Iraq to 
our own brutalization of  detainees “ridiculous.”  But the 
chickens come home to roost. 

The Obama administration was ready to declare war on 
the Assad regime in Syria last year, but an overwhelming ma-
jority of  citizens and Congress members said “No!”   

The “manufacture of  consent” for imperial US wars has 
faded, as the post 9/11 hysteria wanes, and citizens are asking 
why, if  our foreign military expeditions are about safeguard-
ing our freedoms, our communities are becoming battle-
grounds?  Why did the US secretly arm rebels in Syria, and 
are now bombing those same rebels in Iraq? 

It brings to mind memoirs from the WW II era, when US 
government insiders advocated arming German Nazis and 
Soviet Communists for the greatest possible elimination of  
potential threats to US global hegemony.  During the 1980’s, 
the US government used the same strategy in secretly arming 

both the Iraqis and Iranians in a devastating war we 
instigated. 

But we are learning that we cannot instigate war 
abroad, and, at the same time, instigate peace at 
home.  The same violence we export abroad, we also 
import here at home.  The casual, accidental killing 
of  a range instructor by a nine year-old girl in Ari-
zona is symptomatic of  the mindless killing that 
traumatizes the victims, their families and the perpe-
trators. !

The Good News!!
The good news is that citizens and communities are 
awakening to the need for action to stop the milita-
rization of  local police forces as well as US foreign 
policy.
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International Day of Peace:  
Promoting Peace at Home, Peace Abroad
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On May 14th, Peace Action Field Director Judith 
LeBlanc and National Priorities Director Jo Comerford 
led a day-long workshop for over two dozen statewide 
leaders in Chapel Hill.  The workshop occurred just 
one week after the Chapel Hill town Council passed the 
10th local NC board resolution to call on our Congress 
members and President Obama to re-prioritize federal 
spending to promote real security in our communities; 
education, housing, health care, jobs and environmental 
protection. 

On August 8th, Ellie Richard and John Heuer 
joined Curt Torell and Rod Lewis of  Quaker House for 
a presentation “The Federal Budget and Military 
Spending,” in Fayetteville, led by 4th District Rep. 
David Price.  Members of  the Chamber of  Commerce 
and Cumberland County executives were eager to learn 
more about the Office of  Economic Adjustment, a De-
fense Department initiative that provides planning 
grants to communities like Fayetteville (home to Ft. 
Bragg) so that the impact of  looming Pentagon cuts do 
not fall disproportionally on the shoulders of  military 
communities.   

While some of  the panelists seemed mired in the 
failed doctrine of  “Full Spectrum Dominance,” others, 
including members of  the audience, were open to 
imagining ways to re-envision national security issues 
while building healthy and safe communities at home.

September 21st is International Day of  Peace. !
Pathways to Peace, www.pathwaystopeace.org is an in-

ternational organization promoting International Day of  
Peace events world-wide.  Their Vision: “To make Peace a 
practical and sustainable reality in the 21st century.”  And 
Mission:  “To foster a culture of  peace personally, locally, 
and globally, awakening in individuals and the nations and 
organizations of  which they are a part, their inherent po-
tential to be and act as Pathways to Peace.” 

Pace e Bene is a California based peace organization 
promoting the Campaign Nonviolence throughout the US 
during the week of  September 21—28.  http://
paceebene.org/programs/campaign-nonviolence/ 

Campaign Nonviolence is “a long-term movement to build 
a culture of  peace by mainstreaming active nonviolence 
and by joining the enduring, nonviolent struggle to abolish 
war, end poverty, reverse climate change, and challenge all 
violence.  Campaign Nonviolence invites you to practice 
nonviolence toward yourself, toward all others, and toward 
the world!”  See www.ncpeaceaction.org for action con-
tacts in North Carolina.

Peace Action’s Executive Director Kevin Martin writes:  
“Moving from conflict to conflict in the Middle East, trying 
to keep up with the politics and players involved, the unre-
lenting violence, the rising death toll and refugee crisis, is as 
difficult as it is depressing.  

“There is one common thread however – from Gaza to 
Syria to Iraq to Egypt to Libya to Afghanistan -- U.S. mili-
tary intervention and an ever-ready supply of  U.S weapons 
pouring into the region make matters worse. 

“Let's stop fanning the flames of  war.   Sign Peace Ac-
tion's petition to restrict and limit U.S. weapons sales.  See 
link at www.peace-action.org. 

“The U.S. leads the world in weapons sales. That in-
cludes the sale of  weapons to undemocratic regimes and 
nations on the U.S. State Department's list of  human rights 
abusers. Tell Congress and the President it's time to stop 
selling weapons to dictators and governments that turn 
U.S. weapons on civilian populations. 

“We need a new foreign policy, one that reflects Ameri-
ca's values and goodwill, one that relies more on patient 
diplomacy and humanitarian assistance and far less on 
weapons and war. “ 

And here on the home front, lawmakers across the po-
litical spectrum are calling for an end to federal programs 
that provide military grade weapons and equipment to lo-
cal police forces. 

International Day of Peace:  Resources

Stop Selling Death
Move the Money Campaign Continues

“World peace through nonviolent means is 
neither absurd nor unattainable. All other 
methods have failed. Thus we must begin 

anew. Nonviolence is a good starting point. 
Those of  us who believe in this method can be 

voices of  reason, sanity, and understanding 
amid the voices of  violence, hatred, and emo-
tion. We can very well set a mood of  peace out 

of  which a system of  peace can be built.” !
— Martin Luther King, Jr., December 1964

http://www.pathwaystopeace.org
http://paceebene.org/programs/campaign-nonviolence/
http://www.ncpeaceaction.org
http://www.peace-action.org
http://www.pathwaystopeace.org
http://paceebene.org/programs/campaign-nonviolence/
http://www.ncpeaceaction.org
http://www.peace-action.org
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PEACENVIRONMENTALISM

This September 21st, we will see the dramatic 
convergence of  Peace and Environmental movements 
with the massive People’s Climate March in New York 
City, http://peoplesclimate.org/march/, occurring on the 
International Day of  Peace.  The timing of  the march is 
just prior to the opening of  the historic UN Climate 
Summit. 

On August 23rd, NC Peace Action awarded our 2014 
Student Peacemaker Award to representatives of  iMatter 
Youth NC, Hallie & Travis Turner, Zack Kingery, Ari 
Nicholson and Nora White, for their advocacy and action 
on behalf  of  Climate Justice.  Seventy attendees to the 
Award Dinner heard the Triangle Raging Grannies sing 
of  peace and environmental justice, while Charlottesville 
author and peace activist David Swanson provided the 
keynote, “PeaceEnvironmentalism.”  (See our website for 
David’s text.) 

The Student Peacemaker Award, founded in 2010 by 
NCPA Director Emeritus Betsy Crites, also recognized 
former awardees Monseratt Alvarez and Owen Clapp 
during the Award Dinner.  If  you would like to contribute 
to the Bill & Betsy Jean Towe Peace Legacy Fund to 
recognize and nurture young peace and justice activists, 
please visit our website for donation opportunities.

We take much inspiration from our young activists, but 
our elders are capable of  inspiring us as well.  Sam 
Winstead launched his first bicycle Ride for Peace in 
April 2012, 350 miles from Raleigh to Washington DC 
in 7 days.  In 2013, Sam became more ambitious.  After 
completing his 350 mile Ride for Peace, Sam stayed 
over in Washington to visit Congress members with his 
message of  peace, then travelled to Japan at the invita-
tion of  Rotary International President Sakuji Tanaka, 
to address 2,600 delegates to the Hiroshima Peace Fo-
rum.  This was an extraordinary experience of  reconcil-
iation for Sam, who fought the Japanese as a young 1st 
Division Marine Scout in the Pacific during WW II. 

During this year’s Ride for Peace, 89 year-old Sam 
teamed up with FiLMS for World Peace director/pro-
ducer Ahmed Selim, who will release a documentary of  
Sam’s Ride in January.  Sam, a retired farmer from Per-
son County, NC, is already planning the 2015 Ride for 
Peace.  As he told his great grandson, Aidan Janke, he 
plans to quit when he turns 100.  But those of  us who 
have had the privilege to work and ride with him have 
learned there is no “quit” in Sam.  If  you are interested 
in riding part or all the way with Sam in 2015, write to 
director@ncpeaceaction.org or call 919-444-3823. 

Center: Our 2014 
Student Peacemakers

SAM WINSTEAD RIDES FOR PEACE

The Abrahamic Faith Initiative in the Middle East 
(AIME) will hold its 3rd in a series of  forums on “The 
Quest for a Just Peace for Israelis and Palestinians, Oc-
tober 26, 2014, FedEx Global Education Center, 
2:30-5:30 PM, 301 Pittsboro Street, UNC-Chapel Hill 
Campus.

Save the Date: !
October 26th for Palestine / Israel Forum

http://peoplesclimate.org/march/
mailto:director@ncpeaceaction.org
http://peoplesclimate.org/march/
mailto:director@ncpeaceaction.org
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Building on the “Forward Together; Not One Step Back” refrain of  the 
Moral Monday Movement in North Carolina, this year’s Peace Booth is 
a “must visit” venue in the Fairground Education Building during the 
October 16—26 State Fair.  The Forward Together movement, led by 
NC NAACP Conference President Rev. William J. Barber Jr., has in-
spired people across the US and beyond our shores.  The Peace Booth 
website, http://ncpeacebooth.org/content/ has a wealth of  informa-
tion, including faith statements on peace, a bibliography, and opportuni-
ties to become connected, that can help us educate our friends and 
neighbors who still “don’t get it” about the necessity of  building a cul-
ture of  peace.

NC 

JVP NC is in front of  the effort to persuade Durham County to end its $ 
million dollar plus contract with G4S Security Solutions, a company 
charged with gross human rights abuses from Palestine to South Africa.  
NC Peace Action supports this divestment effort. 

JVP National calls for an end to Israeli attacks on Gaza civilians, an 
end to US military aid to Israel, and Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
against Israel. “Only economic pressure on Israel can lead to a true and 
just peace.”

When a music fan asked why we don’t have peace songs anymore, leg-
endary singer/song writer Neil Young responded by posting songs to his 
website, 3,610 of  them and still counting.   Have a listen and add your 
own at http://www.neilyoung.com/lwwtoday/. 

And if  you are looking for inspiration for your International Day of  
Peace event, be sure to check out Frances Rae Key’s amazing music 
video collection at https://www.youtube.com/user/FrancesKey.  Frances 
is a kinswoman to her namesake, of  “Bombs bursting in air” fame, who 
has taken a decidedly peaceful and internationally humanistic course in 
her music and video production career.

The City of  Columbus, Georgia recently reversed its proposal to deny 
a permit to this November’s 25th anniversary protest of  the School of  
the Americas/Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation 
at Ft. Benning, GA.  Graduates of  the school have been implicated in 
the most horrific human rights abuses throughout Latin America.  Join 
Father Roy Bourgeois this November in Columbus and Shut Down 
the SOA!!

Our Student Peacemaker Award Dinner speaker, David Swanson, closed 
his remarks this way: “At WorldBeyondWar.org you'll find all sorts of  re-
sources for holding your own event for peace and the environment.   You'll 
also find a short two-sentence statement in favor of  ending all war, a state-
ment that has been signed in the past few months by people in 81 nations 
and rising.  We need your help, young and old.  But we should be especially 
glad that time and numbers are on the side of  the young around the world, 
to whom I say along with Shelley:

“Rise like Lions after slumber 
In unvanquishable number, 

Shake your chains to earth like dew 
Which in sleep had fallen on you— 

Ye are many — they are few.”

NC STATE FAIR PEACE BOOTH  
CELEBRATES 63RD ANNIVERSARY: 

“FORWARD  TOGETHER FOR PEACE”

JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE NC  
LEADS DIVESTMENT EFFORT IN 

DURHAM

WHO’S WRITING TODAY’S  
PEACE SONGS?

CONGRATULATIONS SOA WATCH!

JOIN WORLD BEYOND WAR

Top right: Image credit 
to Suzie Tremmel 2007

http://www.neilyoung.com/lwwtoday/
https://www.youtube.com/user/FrancesKey
http://www.neilyoung.com/lwwtoday/
https://www.youtube.com/user/FrancesKey
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For the first time in their 29 year 
history, Veterans For Peace held its 
National Convention in North 
Carolina.  From July 23 through the 
27th, some 350 VFP members and 
friends gathered at the University of  
North Carolina Asheville. Host 
Chapter 099 offered free homestays 
and convenient campgrounds for out 
of  towners who couldn’t afford motels 
or UNCA dorm rooms. 

There was a concerted effort made 
to encourage post 9/11 vets to attend, 
waiving registration fees and raising 
$10,000 to assist in their travel 
expenses.  Over 50 young vets attended 
the convention, from all across the US 
and the UK.  Nineteen members of  
the Eisenhower Chapter in the NC 
Triangle participated as volunteers, 
presenters, attendees, and hosts.  A lot of  
North Carolina pride went into this 
convention.  Humility, too. 

After all, the convention was being held on historic 
Cherokee Nation lands.  The legacy of  US militarism, is 
not lost on 1st Nations’ survivors, whose families were 
herded onto reservations comprising the least desirable 
lands.  “Least desirable” that is, until gold or oil or other 
“precious’ minerals were discovered on the reservations.  
Hundreds of  abandoned uranium mines on or near 
indigenous lands continue to poison their air, land, and 
children.  Navajo musician/artist/activist Klee Benally 
provided riveting testimony to these travesties in word and 
song. 

But Eastern Band Cherokee Nation Elder Freeman 
Owle provided a gracious welcome to the convention. 
Freeman is an educator, historian, story teller, and stone  

Veterans Tackle Militarism at Asheville Convention

carver.  His words of  both welcome 
and forgiveness set the tone for the 
entire convention, as did the 
extraordinary spoken words and 
song of  April “Little Red Feather” 
Adams, a US Army veteran from 
1990 to 2000, a member of  the 
Cherokee Nation Western Band, 
and the newest VFP National 
Board member. !
What did they accomplish? 
	 V e t e r a n s F o r P e a c e 
rededicated themselves to the 
abolition of  war and preparation 
for war.  They are working to end 
current wars, prevent future wars, 
and dismantle the machinery of  

war.  When citizens are educated about 
the costs of  war,  $2 trillion annually 
spent for war and preparation for war, 

when one tenth of  that cost could cure 
hunger on earth, they recognize that our so-called 
civilization needs a course correction.   
	 The convention theme, Peace or Perish—
Abolish War on Planet and Poor,  was highlighted by a 
plenary including Black Workers for Justice leader 
Angaza Laughinghouse, Ashevil le’s Beloved 
Community Center leader Rev. Amy Cantrell and US 
Army veteran, history professor at Essex County 
College in Newark, NJ, Margaret Stevens.  The 
plenary “Peace at Home, Peace Abroad”  focused on 
the idea that we can never enjoy peace at home while 
making war abroad, nor can we help build peace 
abroad while we make war on our communities here 
at home.    (Read more at www.ncpeaceaction.org.)

Above: Eastern Band Cherokee 
Nation Elder Freeman Owle

“I have not seen any evidence of  successful U.S. intervention to 
stop such violence in our modern history."   !
Iraq veteran Matthew Hoh speaking about current turmoil in Iraq.  For 
more Matthew Hoh commentary visit matthewhoh.com

http://matthewhoh.com
http://www.ncpeaceaction.org
http://matthewhoh.com
http://www.ncpeaceaction.org
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NC Mayors for Peace Honor Roll	

[www.mayorsforpeace.org]	
!

• Bill Bell, Durham	

• Mark Kleindschmidt, Chapel Hill	

• Gavin Brown, Waynesville	

• Lydia Lavelle, Carrboro	

• Karl Pernell, Louisburg	

• Darryl Moss, Creedmoor	


NC Peace Action’s Board of Directors	
!
• John Heuer, Director – Pittsboro	

• Crystal Hayes, Asst Director (on leave) - Raleigh	

• David Harris, Chair - Durham	

• Sandy Irving, Vice Chair - Raleigh	

• Joe Burton, Treasurer - Raleigh	

• Anne Cassebaum, Secretary - Elon	

• Mia Austin-Scoggins, Media Coordinator - Raleigh	

• Rachael Bliss, Asheville	

• Brenda Hines, Burlington	

• Rukiya Dillahunt, Raleigh	

• Carol Ann Lawler, Charlotte	

• Khalilah Sabra, Raleigh	

• Jenn MacCormack, Director’s Assistant -Carrboro	

• Laura Eshelman, WNC Organizer - Asheville

 Special Mentions 

Not only is another world possible, she is on her way. On 
a quiet day, I can hear her breathing.  !

- Arundhati Roy

International Day of Peace 2014
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