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	  	  	  	  	  Legend	  has	  it	  that	  after	  his	  
election	   in	   1932,	   FDR	   met	  
with	   Sidney	   Hillman	   and	  
other	   labor	   leaders	   who	  
brought	   plans	   they	   wanted	  
the	   new	   President	   to	   imple-‐
ment.	  Roosevelt	  told	  them:	  "I	  
agree	  with	   you,	   I	  want	  to	  do	  
it,	   now	   get	   out	   there	   and	  
make	  me	  do	  it."
	   	   	  	   	  It’s	  not	  hard	  to	  imagine	  a	  
similar	  scenario	  between	  the	  
peace	   movement	   and	   Presi-‐
dent	  Obama.	  He	   has	  sent	  nu-‐
merous	  signals	  that	  he	  is	  on	  the	  same	  page	  with	  us.	  
	   	   	   	   	  One	  major	  signal	  was	  his	  nomination	  acceptance	  
speech	   in	  September.	  He	  practically	  quoted	  Peace	  Ac-‐
tion:	  [Rather	  than]	  “…spend	  more	  money	  on	  military	  
hardware	  that	  our	  Joint	  Chiefs	  don't	  even	  want,	  I	  will	  
use	  the	  money	  we're	  no	  longer	  spending	  on	  war	  to	  pay	  
down	  our	  debt	  and	  put	  more	  people	   back	  to	  work	  re-‐
building	  roads	  and	  bridges	  and	  schools	  and	  runways.”
	  	   	  	   	  The	  invitation	  to	  work	  with	  him	  is	  not	  going	  to	  get	  
clearer	  than	   that.	  The	   question	  now	  is	  not	   “What	  will	  
Obama	  do	  to	  end	  wars	  and	  promote	  peace?”	  The	  ques-‐
tion	  is	  “How	  will	  we	   in	   the	   peace	  movement	  help	  re-‐
move	  the	  obstacles	  and	  apply	  the	  pressure	  that	  makes	  
him	  do	  it?”
	   	   	  	   	  Here	  is	  where	  our	  paths	  move	  in	  tandem	  with	  the	  
President’s	  and	  his	  allies	  in	  Congress.	  Peace	  Action,	  NC	  
Peace	   Action,	   and	   organizations	   working	   for	   jobs,	  
healthcare,	  education,	  and	  social,	   economic,	  and	  envi-‐
ronmental	   justice	   can	  unite	   to	   “bring	   the	   war	  dollars	  
home	   and	   fund	   our	   communities”.	   This	   is	   the	   cam-‐
paign	  we	  started	  here	  in	  NC	  a	  year	  ago	  and	  this	  is	  what	  

makes	   the	  most	  sense	   now	  as	  
we	  seek	  to	  appeal	  to	  a	  broader	  
constituency.	   The	   effort	  to	   re-‐
duce	   military	   spending	   and	  
redirect	   that	   money	   to	   save	  
the	   safety	   net,	   stimulate	   the	  
economy,	  and	  reduce	   the	  de[i-‐
cit	  will	   make	   for	   a	   broad	   and	  
effective	  constituency	  that	  will	  
“make	  them	  all	  do	  it.”
	   	   	   	   	  With	  every	  newsletter,	  we	  
will	   reinforce	   this	   campaign	  
with	   reports	  on	   local	   and	   na-‐
tional	   successes	   and	   organiz-‐

ing	   ideas.	  Let	  us	  know	  what	  you	  are	  doing	  and	  how	  we	  
can	  help.
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Pedalers for Peace

Sam Winstead received the Eisenhower Chapter of  Veterans 
For Peace “Beacon of  Peace Award,” presented during a Memo-
rial Day “Veterans Speak” event at the Regulator Bookstore in 
Durham. The citation reads: “In appreciation for his determina-
tion to deliver his message of  peace to our representatives in 
Washington DC, Sam Winstead led a bicycle Ride for Peace 350 
miles from Raleigh, NC to the White House, April 29—May 5, 
2012. During his 7 day ride, the 86 year old WW II Marine 
combat veteran braved the elements, fatigue, and the daunting 
hills of  northern Virginia in a demonstration of  unstinting cour-
age and devotion which inspires us to raise our own voices in the 
call to put an end to war.”

See www.ncveteransforpeace.org for reports and a beautiful 
video of  Sam’s historic ride, and stay tuned for news of  the 2013 
Ride for Peace. As Sam says: “We have more work to do!”

A Tribute to George McGovern

Imagine a history professor running for the office of 
President of the United States! WW II veteran and 
South Dakota Senator George McGovern did just 
that in 1972, proposing to end the Vietnam War, and 
went down to resounding defeat (49 states to 1) to 
incumbent Republican President Richard Nixon. Two 
years later, Nixon resigned the presidency in dis-
grace, while George McGovern continued a lifetime 
of honorable service, building on his experience as 
our nation’s first director of the Food for Peace Pro-
gram during the Kennedy Administration.
George McGovern died October 21st, at the age of 
90. But even after his death, he speaks to us today 
with the words from his presidential campaign:
“Needless wars and military waste contribute to the 
economic crisis … by the dissipation of labor and 
resources and in non-productive enterprises. For too 
long the taxes of citizens and revenues desperately 
needed by our cities and states have been drawn to 
Washington and wasted in senseless wars and unnec-
essary military gadgets.
“A major test of our time is the conversion of our 
economy from the excesses of war to works for 
peace.
“I urgently call for conversion planning to utilize the 
talents and resources … 
for modernizing our indus-
trial plants and meeting 
human needs.”
Forty years after George 
McGovern spoke these 
words, North Carolina 
Peace Action is working to 
Bring the War Dollars 
Home.

NC Peace Action Salutes Chuck Fager and his decade of  
leadership at Quaker House … and welcomes new co-directors 
Steve and Lynn Newsom. Fayetteville’s Quaker House is the 
longest continuously operating GI Rights meeting house in the 
US. 43 years! 

[www.quakerhouse.org]

2012 Lake Junaluska Peace Conference “Love in Action: 
The Transformative Power of  Nonviolence” Please see our con-
ference review at 

[www.ncpeaceaction.org]

Chuck Fager 
stands between 
Steve and Lynn 
Newsom

Save the Date: HKonJ
NC Peace Action is  a proud partner of 
HKonJ (Historic Thousands on Jones Street). 
Join us  in Raleigh on Saturday, February 
9th for the annual march and rally for a 
People’s Agenda in North Carolina!

http://www.ncveteransforpeace.org
http://www.ncveteransforpeace.org
http://www.quakerhouse.org
http://www.quakerhouse.org
http://www.ncpeaceaction.org
http://www.ncpeaceaction.org
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     Peace Across the State  

Durham Greensboro

Durham organized a public forum in September 2011 
that led to resolutions passed by the Durham City Coun-
cil, Durham County Commission, and Durham Board of 
Education to “End the wars and reduce military spend-
ing to serve human needs.” Durham Peace Action has 
created a network of  letters to the editor writers who al-
ternate submissions to local newspapers challenging the 
narrative of  Pentagon boosters like Sen. John McCain, 
that any cuts to military spending would be a “Terrible, 
terrible calamity.” (See John’s article “Response to the 
Senators, below.)

Greensboro offered a February 2012 public forum co-
sponsored by NC Peace Action and the American
Friends Service Committee.

Raleigh also held a February public forum featuring Con-
gress members David Price (D-04), Brad Miller (D-13) 
and Walter Jones (R-03) leading to ongoing efforts to pass 
local Bring the War Dollars Home resolutions.

Raleigh

Burlington Asheville

Burlington held an April 2012 Bring the War Dollars 
Home public forum which led to passage of  a Burlington 
City Council resolution and ongoing efforts to lobby the 
Alamance County Commission and Board of  Education 
to follow suit. 
http://alamancepeaceaction.weebly.com/newsletter.html

Western North Carolina peace activists displayed the 
sweetness of  what a world without a constant state of  
war would look like when they congregated on Friday, 
September 21st at Pack Square in downtown Asheville.

"This is the only day of  the year that all countries with 
membership in the United Nations have set aside as a 
day of  global ceasefire," noted International Day of  
Peace Coordinator Jonah Bolt. "So we let our neighbors 
know just how great it could be if  everyday were a day 
when resources were used to build peace rather than dis-
rupt it through violence."

Peace and justice activists in WNC have been growing 
this event steadily as they gather annually for Interna-
tional Day of  Peace, designated to be one of  complete 
ceasefire by the United Nations in 2002. This year's event 
included proclamations from both the City of  Asheville 
and Buncombe County. 

Ringing of  city bells began the event and a Dance for 
Universal Peace concluded it three hours later. There 
were also numerous activities on the grounds for children 
to lend their voices and talents in the pursuit of  peace in 
their lives.

Local sponsors this year were Veterans for Peace Chapter 
099, the Peace and Earth Committee of  the Asheville 
Friends Meeting, Western North Carolina Physicians for 
Social Responsibility, Buncombe County Green Party, 
People's Acupuncture of  Asheville, Mountain Area Inter-
faith Forum, Peace is Possible North Carolina, Western 
Carolinians for Peace, NC Peace Action, Justice in the 
Middle East, Swannanoa Valley Pax Christi USA, Swan-
nanoa Valley Friends Meeting, YouthQuest, the Ethical
Society of  Asheville, Transition Asheville, SGI-USA 
Buddhist Association, Zeal to Heal, Our VOICE, On a
Roll, the Asheville Homeless Network, & Rachael Bliss, 
coordinator. 

Charlotte

Chapel Hill

Charlotte hosted the 2012 DNC convention as well as a 
Progressive Summit, co-sponsored by Progressive Demo-
crats of  America, NC Peace Action and other activists. 
This featured members of  the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus and efforts to identify peace and justice activists 
across NC, in every Congressional district to lobby each 
of  our Congress members on the themes of  “Healthcare 
Not Warfare.”

The Orange County Peace Coalition met in November 
to plan the launch of  the 2013 Bring the War Dollars 
Home campaign. Chapel Hill’s Elders for Peace has al-
ready launched a project to research the diversification of 
one of  North Carolina’s military bases for productive 
civilian purposes for agriculture, education, housing, 
health care and renewable energy generation.

Haywood County
Haywood Co. gave birth to the Lake Junaluska Peace 
Conference, thanks to the inspiration of  Wright Spears, 
who celebrated his 100th birthday in October. Our meet-
ings with members of  the Haywood Peace Fellowship in 
June and October, set the groundwork for teaming up 
with NC Peace.

http://alamancepeaceaction.weebly.com
http://alamancepeaceaction.weebly.com
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Republican Senators John McCain (AZ), Lindsey Graham 
(SC) and Kelly Ayotte (NH) brought their “Preserving 
America’s Strength” roadshow to Fayetteville on July 30. 
They sounded the alarm that congressional budget cuts to 
the Defense Dept.  mandated to begin 
in January by the 2011 Budget Control 
Act, would weaken our defenses, cost 
North Carolina 12,000 jobs, and break 
faith with our military service 
members and their families.  “A 
terrible, terrible calamity!” to quote 
John McCain.

As to the claim that Defense Dept. 
cuts would weaken our defenses, it 
could also be argued that our foreign 
invasions and occupations over the last 
decade have created many more 
enemies than fr iends. For mer 
Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld admitted as much: “We are 
making enemies faster than we can 
kill them.” Bringing our troops home 
from foreign lands would actually make us safer, save lives, 
and save lots of  money.

NC could actually lose 12,000 Pentagon funded jobs, but 
according to a UMass Amherst study, Defense Dept. related 
jobs already come at a high cost to employment. Military 
spending is the least efficient jobs creator of any sector of 
our economy. Investments in education, health care, 
infrastructure repair, and renewable energy would all yield 
many more jobs than military spending. Even returning tax 
dollars to citizens as refunds  would create more jobs than an 
equivalent amount spent on the military, as increased 
consumer spending would create greater demand in the 
civilian economy.

Furthermore, we have already broken faith with our 
military service men and women, by sending them overseas 
on the basis of false claims. We continue to break faith with 
these brave souls  when we fail to fully address their injuries 
after they return from multiple deployments overseas. The 
fact that one service member and 17 veterans take their 
own lives every day is a great shame on our nation.

Let’s bring our troops home, provide the best possible 
health care and education for them and their families, and 
encourage our military contractors to seek peaceful, civilian 
applications for new products and services.

A RESPONSE TO THE SENATORS

by  John Heuer

this  point, and to making an imminent attack on Iran less 
likely.  But we don’t need to settle for 2 more years  of war in 
Afghanistan. It is time to call for an immediate ceasefire. Let 
the guns fall silent. Bring our troops and our war dollars 
home! Replace our warriors  in Afghanistan with an interna-
tional team of civilians to help Afghanistan begin to repair 
the damage of  decades of  war.

Amid all the grim  news  in Afghani-
stan, a new initiative called 2 Million 
Friends for Peace looks like a ray of 
hope. The campaign, launched by 
the youth-led Afghan Peace Volun-
teers,  aims to find two million friends 
or supporters worldwide - the ap-
proximate number of Afghans killed 
in 40 years  of war - and to deliver to 
the United Nations its  call for a 
cease-fire and negotiated end to the 
war on December 10, International 
H u m a n R i g h t s  D a y . 
[www.2millionfriends.org]

Our drone war in Pakistan (and 
elsewhere) could well be the ideal 
recruitment tool for a new genera-
tion of enemies, in order to justify 
the continued massive misallocation 

of resources  to the war industry. In response to the outrage 
over drone attacks,  a nationwide No Drones  movement is  
taking shape across  the US and here in NC. See 
nodronesnorthcarolina@blogspot.com.

About Iran.  Brits break with US military strategy! South 
African Arch Bishop Desmond Tutu made news recently 
when he refused to share a dais with former British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair. Bishop Tutu declared that Mr. Blair 
shared responsibility for the invasion and subsequent occupa-
tion of Iraq with former US President George W Bush, and 
that Blair could have prevented the invasion by refusing Brit-
ish participation. The 8 ¾ year long war cost the lives of 
thousands of US and British servicemen and women, tens of 
thousands of crippling injuries, hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis  killed, and an estimated 4 ½ million Iraqis  displaced 
from their homes.

Perhaps shamed by Tutu’s remarks, the current British gov-
ernment has refused to cooperate with US contingency plan-
ning for attacks on Iran, citing international law which pro-
hibits planning for military aggression against non-combative 
states.

Syria.  The US government is insisting that Syrian leader 
Assad must go, and is supporting the resistance movement, 
which is spilling into neighboring countries, Lebanon, Jordan, 
Turkey and Iraq. But who are these resistance fighters?  What 
is  the risk that we will end up supporting anti-democratic 
militant factions, as we did in Afghanistan in the 1970’s dur-
ing the Soviet invasion? We need to stop arming future foes 
around the world.  We need to trade in our worn out policies 
of global militarism  for a new strategy of diplomacy and in-
ternational cooperation;  to address the pressing crises of pov-
erty, hunger, disease and climate change.

THE MIDDLE EAST

VFP Chapter 099 member John Spitzberg 
with drone model during Asheville’s IDOP 

Finally!! Republican and Democratic leaders  seem to agree 
with the US electorate that we need to end our involvement in 
the war in Afghanistan. The post 9/11 nationalistic flag wav-
ing fervor finally seems to be on the wane. We need to give 
credit to the persistence of the peace community in reaching 

http://www.2millionfriends.org
http://www.2millionfriends.org
mailto:nodronesnorthcarolina@blogspot.com
mailto:nodronesnorthcarolina@blogspot.com
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To overcome discouragement about the future, just 
think about the energy and activism of young 
p e o p l e l i k e N C P e a c e A c t i o n ’s S t u d e n t 
Peacemakers. NC Peace Action has partnered with 
Witness for Peace (WFP) to help young leaders gain 
a new world view. We are proud to introduce our 
2012 winners. 

OWEN CLAPP
Owen Clapp, now a 9th grader at 
Athens  Drive High School in 
Raleigh and our youngest winner, 
had already become well known at 
his  church for his  service work with 
“Brown Bag Ministry,” and as  a 
mentor for at-risk elementary 
school students. He was  awarded a 
trip to Nicaragua with the WFP 

teen delegation. Owen said “this  trip was  an amazing way 
to get to know our brothers  and sisters  in Nicaragua. It was 
a neat experience that gave me firsthand experience on the 
other side of  the picture.”

MONSERRAT ALVAREZ
Monserrat Alvarez, a student at 
Meredith College in Raleigh is 
known for her commitment to 
soc ia l jus t ice and peace 
activism with NC HEAT 
(Heroes  Emerging Among 
Teens), a multicultural group of 
youth promoting civil rights, 
human rights, and justice in 
our communities  and public 
schools. Monse traveled to Cuba with WFP with NCPA’s 
Student Peacemaker Award. She is  now a key organizer 
with Action for Community in Raleigh. She says  "Cuba was 
such a growing experience for me;  it allowed me to step 
back and look at my work, change the direction of my life, 
and really envision a better world.”

ANA MARIA REICHENBACH & COURTNEY 
NEWSOME
Our other two 2012 winners, 
Ana Maria Reichenbach from 
UNC-Chapel Hill and Courtney 
Newsome from Warren Wilson 
College, were treated to a 4-day 
trip to  Washington, DC to join 
other college students  meeting 
with their Representatives  on 
Capitol Hill about ending the 
war and reducing military 
spending. Ana Maria, now 
graduated, works  with the Farm 
Labor Organizing Committee in 
Dudley, NC. Courtney, a Senior, 
continues  her studies  in Social 
Work. 

Developing Young Peace Leaders

The Peace Legacy Fund was  created by NC 
Peace Action to dedicate funds  for outstanding 
young leaders. The opportunities  it provides  can 
help shape the future of young people like those 
highlighted here. To help us fund the 2013 win-
ners,  please send a donation to NC 
Peace Action with “Peace Legacy 
Fund” in the memo line and return in 
the enclosed envelope.

The Peace Legacy Fund

Controversial Bus Ad Results in Desecration of  a Chapel Hill Church

A Chapel Hill Presbyterian congregation, The Church of Reconciliation, launched a campaign this  fall featuring ads  in 98 
Chapel Hill  Transit buses  to end US military aid to Israel. The campaign has  drawn criticism from some quarters, and 
apparently inspired the vandalism of the church with swastikas  and “Nazis” painted on the church education building. 
Ironically, the church has  been home not only to Christian education, but to  Jewish and Muslim education classes  as  well. 
In an inspiring act of grace, local rabbis  have called Rev. Mark Davidson and personally volunteered to help repair the 
damage to the Church of Reconciliation. The ad features  photos  of Palestinian Salim Shawamreh and Israeli Jeff Halper 
and their grandchildren, with the caption: “Join with us. Build peace with justice and equality. End US military aid to Is-
rael.” Halper is  the founder of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions  (ICAHD). On the morning of Nov 1, 
Salim’s home in the West Bank was destroyed by agents of  the Israeli government for the 6th time.
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NC Mayors for Peace Honor Roll
[www.mayorsforpeace.org]

• Bill Bell, Durham
• Mark Kleindschmidt, Chapel Hill
• Gavin Brown, Waynesville
• Mark Chilton, Carrboro
• Karl Pernell, Louisburg
• Darryl Moss, Creedmoor

NC Peace Action’s Board of Directors

• Kim Porter, Chair - Durham
• Betsy Crites, Vice Chair - Durham
• Joe Burton, Treasurer - Raleigh
• Anne Cassebaum, Secretary - Elon
• Mia Austin-Scoggins, Coordinator: Peace Booth and 

Media - Raleigh
• Rachael Bliss, Asheville
• Mimi Davis, Charlotte
• Rukiya Dillahunt, Raleigh
• David Harris, Durham
• Sandy Irving, Raleigh
• Khalilah Sabra, Raleigh
• John Heuer, Director – Pittsboro
• Jenn MacCormack, Director’s Assistant, Durham

 Special Mentions

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing 
that ever has.

- Margaret Mead, US anthropologist (1901 - 1978)

Obama to Peace Movement - 
“Make Me Do It” 

http://www.mayorsforpeace.org
http://www.mayorsforpeace.org

